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Detailed Action 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
"Internet Accounting," by Aiko Pras et al, hereafter referred to as Pras. 

1 . With regards to claim 1 , Pras teaches a system for delivering contents to a user, 
comprising: (a) a content server which provides a content a user selected, to 
said user (equivalent to the "server" in Figure 3 and'p. 112, left column, 2 nd 
paragraph): (b) a user's terminal which transmits an indication of a user's desired 
content among contents provided by said content server, to said content server 
(equivalent to the "client" in Figure 3, and p. 112, left column, 2 nd paragraph)] and 

(c) a network system which assigns a band necessary for transmission of said 
content (p. 109, right column, last paragraph) to a channel through which said 
content is transmitted from said content server to said user's terminal, only during 
said content is being transmitted, receives a content fee from said user, pays 
said content fee to said content server, and receives a fee for assuring said band 
and transmitting said content to said user on behalf of said content server, from 
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said content server (p. 112, left column, 2 nd paragraph - right column, 2 nd 
paragraph). 

2. With regards to claim 2, Pras teaches the system wherein said content server 
shows said content fee to said user, guaranteeing to assure said band (p. 109, 
right column, last paragraph) and transmitting said content to said user, and 
provides said content at said content fee to said user (p. 1 12, left column, 2 nd 
paragraph - right column, 2 nd paragraph). 

3. With regards to claim 3, Pras teaches the system wherein said network system 
includes a first server for assigning said band to said channel (p. 109, right 
column, last paragraph). 

4. With regards to claim 4, Pras teaches the system wherein said user's terminal is 
comprised of a wireless terminal, and receives said content from said content 
server through a wireless base station and one or more routers (CDMA is 
supported; p. 111, left column, last paragraph). 

5. With regards to claim 5, Pras teaches the system wherein said content server 
detects traffic in a channel between said content server and said user's terminal, 
and calculates a higher content fee as the detected traffic is higher (Pras teaches 
the use of three levels of .QoS, p. 109, right column, last paragraph), as a band 
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necessary for reproducing said content is broader than a band usually acquired 
during a time zone in which said content is transmitted, or as transmission of said 
content needs a longer period of time, the thus calculated content fee being 
shown to said user's terminal (p. 112, left column, 2 nd paragraph - right column, 
2 nd paragraph). 

6. With regards to claim 6, Pras teaches the system wherein said user's terminal 
designates a fee at which said user determines to purchase said content, and 
said network system makes a contract with said user when said content fee 
becomes equal to or smaller than said user's designated fee (p. 112, right 
column, 2 nd and 3 rd paragraphs). 

7. With regards to claim 7, Pras teaches the system wherein said user's terminal 
designates a fee at which said user determines to purchase said content, and 
informs said content server that said user purchases said content when informed 
that said content fee becomes equal to or smaller than said user's designated 
fee, and wherein said network system informs said user's terminal that said 
content fee becomes equal to or smaller than said user's designated fee, and 
considers that a purchase contract of said content is established when said 
user's terminal informs said network system that said user determines to 
purchase said content (p. 112, right column, 2 nd and 3 rd paragraphs). 
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8. With regards to claim 8, Pras teaches the system wherein said network system 
includes content-relay devices arranged in said network system, said content 
relay devices each temporarily storing said content transmitted from said content 
server, by predetermined volume, and transmitting said content stored therein to 
a designated address by said predetermined volume (equivalent to access 
router, Figure 3), and said network system selects one of said content-relay 
devices having a band at which a content can be transmitted to a group of user's 
terminals which jointly purchase a particular content, assures a band resource 
used for a single user for transmitting said particular content between said 
selected content-relay device and said content server, and further assures a 
band resource for transmitting said particular content between said selected 
content-relay device and each of said group of user's terminals (equivalent to 
access router, Figure 3), 

9. With regards to claim 9, Pras teaches the system wherein said content server 
indicates both a fee at which said user can solely purchase a content and a fee 
at which a predetermined number of users can jointly purchase said content, and 
provides said content to said user or users at a fee selected by said user or users 
(p. 112, right column, 2 nd paragraph - p. 113, left column, third paragraph). 

10. With regards to claim 10, Pras teaches a method of delivering contents to a user 
in a content-delivering system including a content server storing contents therein, 
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a user's terminal which purchases a content among said contents stored in said 
content server, and a network system through which said content server and said 
user's terminal makes communication with each other, comprising: (a) said 
user's terminal transmitting an indication of a user's desired content among said 
contents provided by said content server, to said content server (equivalent to 
the "client in Figure 3, and p. 112, left column, 2 nd paragraph); (b) said network 
system assigning a band necessary for transmission of said content to a channel 
through which said content is transmitted from said content server to said user's 
terminal, only during said content is being transmitted (p. 109, right column, last 
paragraph)] (c) said network system receiving a content fee from said user (p. 
112, left column, 2 nd paragraph - right column, 2 nd paragraph)] (d) said network 
system paying said content fee to said content server (p. 112, left column, 2 nd 
paragraph - right column, 2 nd paragraph)] and (e) said network system receiving 
a fee for assuring said band and transmitting said content to said user on behalf 
of said content server, from said content server (p. 112, right column, 2 nd 
paragraph - p. 1 13, left column, third paragraph), 

1 1 .With regards to claim 1 1 , Pras teaches the method further comprising said 

content server showing said content fee to said user, guaranteeing to assure said 
band and transmitting said content to said user, said content being provided at 
said content fee to said user (p. 1 12, left column, 2 nd paragraph - right column, 
2 nd paragraph). 
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12. With regards to claim 12, Pras teaches the method, wherein said user's terminal 
is comprised of a wireless terminal, receiving said content from said content 
server through a wireless base station and one or more routers (CDMA is 
supported; p. 111, left column, last paragraph). 

13. With regards to claim 13, Pras teaches the method, further comprising: said 
content server detecting traffic in a channel between said content server and said 
user's terminal (Pras teaches the use of three levels of QoS, p. 109, right column, 
last paragraph)] and said content server calculating a higher content fee as the 
detected traffic is higher, as a band necessary for reproducing said content is 
broader than a band usually acquired during a time zone in which said content is 
transmitted, or as transmission of said content needs a longer period of time, the 
thus calculated content fee being shown to said user's terminal (p. 112, left 
column, 2 nd paragraph - right column, 2 nd paragraph). 1 

14. With regards to claim 14, Pras teaches the method further comprising: said 
user's terminal designating a fee at which said user determines to purchase said 
content; and said network system making a contract with said user when said 
content fee becomes equal to or smaller than said user's designated fee (p. 112, 
right column, 2 nd and 3 rd paragraphs). 
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15. With regards to claim 15, Pras teaches the method further comprising: said 
user's terminal designating a fee at which said user determines to purchase said 
content; said user's terminal informing said content server that said user 
purchases said content when informed that said content fee becomes equal to or 
smaller than said user's designated fee; said network system informing said 
user's terminal that said content fee becomes equal to or smaller than said user's 
designated fee; and said network system considering that a purchase contract of 
said content is established when said user's terminal informs said network 
system that said user determines to purchase said content (p. 112, right column, 
2 nd and 3 rd paragraphs). 

16. With regards to claim 16, Pras teaches the method wherein said network system 
includes content-relay devices arranged in said network system, further 
comprising: said content-relay devices each temporarily storing said content 
transmitted from said content server, by predetermined volume (equivalent to 
access router, Figure 3)\ said content-relay devices each transmitting said 
content stored therein to a designated address by said predetermined volume; 
said network system selecting one of said content-relay devices having a band at 
which a content can be transmitted to a group of user's terminals which jointly 
purchase a particular content; said network system assuring a band resource 
used for a single user for transmitting said particular content between said 
selected content-relay device and said content server; and said network system 
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particular content between group of user's terminals assuring a band resource for 
transmitting said selected content-relay device and each of said group of user's 
terminal (equivalent to access router, Figure 3) 

17. With regards to claim 17, Pras teaches the method further comprising said 
content server indicating both a fee at which said user can solely purchase a 
content and a fee at which a predetermined number of users can jointly purchase 
said content, providing said content to said user or users at a fee selected by 
said user or users (p. 112, right column, 2 nd paragraph - p. 113, left column, third 
paragraph). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Azizul Choudhury whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3909. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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